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Orville Vernon Burton is University Distinguished Professor of Humanities, Professor
of History and Computer Science at Clemson University, and the Director of the Clemson
Cyberlnstitute. From 2008-2010, he was the Burroughs Distinguished Professor of Southern
History and Culture at Coastal Carolina University. He was the founding Director of the Institute
for Computing in Humanities, Arts, and Social Science (I-CHASS) at the University of Illinois,
where he is emeritus University Distinguished Teacher/Scholar, University Scholar, and
Professor of History, African American Studies, and Sociology. At the University of Illinois, he
continues to chair the I-CHASS advisory board and is also a Senior Research Scientist at the
National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) where he served as Associate Director
for Humanities and Social Sciences from 2002-2010. Burton serves as vice-chair of the Board of
Directors of the Congressional National Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Foundation. In 2007 the
Illinois State legislature honored him with a special resolution for his contributions as a scholar,
teacher, and citizen of Illinois.

Burton is a prolific author and scholar (16 authored or edited books and more than two
hundred articles). The Age of Lincoln (2007) won the Chicago Tribune Heartland Literary Award
for Nonfiction and was selected for Book of the Month Club, History Book Club, and Military
Book Club. One reviewer proclaimed, “If the Civil War era was America's ‘Iliad,” then historian
Orville Vernon Burton is our latest Homer.” The book was featured at sessions of the annual
meetings of African American History and Life Association, the Southern Intellectual History
Circle, the Social Science History Association, and as a forum published in The Journal of the
Historical Society. His In My Father’s House Are Many Mansions: Family and Community in
Edgefield, South Carolina (1985) was featured at sessions of the Southern Historical Association
and the Social Science History Association annual meetings. The Age of Lincoln and In My
Fathers’ House were nominated for Pulitzers.

Dr. Lewie Reece is an Assistant Professor of History at Anderson University,
South Carolina. A historian of nineteenth-century America, his work has focused on
political culture, law, and race. His first book, Pure Despotism: South Carolina’s Route
to Disfranchisement, 1815-1915, is being published by the University of Virginia Press,
and is a study which seeks to explain the role of race and class in the disfranchisement
process. Dr. Reece is author of several articles and book chapters on Reconstruction and
Desegregation in South Carolina as well as numerous book reviews.
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